
 

Full-Time Students Over Age 21 But  
Less Than Age 23  
  

Eligibility Criteria according to Title 10, United States Code, Section 1072, paragraphs (D)(i)(ii) and (I)(ii) 
subparagraphs (I)(II) defines “child”: 

A child who – 

• has not attained the age of 21; 

• has not attained the age of 23; is enrolled in a full-time course of study at an institution of higher 
learning approved by the administering Secretary and is; or was at the time of the member’s or former 
member’s death, in fact dependent on the member or former member for over one-half of the child’s 
support 

Eligibility Criteria according to AFI 36-3026(I), 20 Dec 02, Term & Section 2C-Students Over Age 21): 

Institution of Higher Learning - A college, university, or similar institution, including a technical or business 
school, offering post secondary-level academic instruction that leads to an associate or higher degree, if the 
school is empowered by the appropriate State education authority under State law to grant an associated or 
higher degree.  When there is no State law to authorize the granting of a degree, the school may be recognized 
as an institution of higher learning, if it is accredited for degree programs by a recognized accrediting agency.  
The term also includes a hospital offering educational programs at the post secondary level regardless of 
whether the hospital grants a post secondary degree.  The term also includes an educational institution that is 
not located in a State that offers a course leading to a standard college degree or equivalent, and is recognized 
as such by the Secretary of Education (or comparable official) of the country, or other jurisdiction in which the 
institution is located. 

Students are eligible for an ID card if they meet the following criteria: 

• Unmarried children of 21 or 22 years of age (have not attained the age of 23). 

• Enrolled in a full-time in an accredited institution of higher learning.  Exception:  Students in their final 
term, semester, or quarter may carry less than a full time load if that is the remainder needed for 
graduation. Note:  Consultation with installation education office to resolve difficulties in determining 
approved accredited institutions of higher learning. 

• Student enrolled less than full time in two institutions of higher learning may not combine hours to 
qualify as full time students. 

• Unmarried children 21 years or older who are not enrolled full time in school but are performing 
missionary duties as part of the school’s requirement to obtain their degree are not entitled to ID cards. 

• Dependent on the sponsor for over 50 percent of their support (or were at the time of the sponsor’s 
death). 

• Students remain eligible for ID card benefits and privileges until age 23 or graduation, whichever 
occurs first. 

• If students need an ID card during summer break, (the Verifying Official will) ask the sponsor to provide 
a letter from the school registrar certifying the following: 

o Full-time enrollment during the semester or session immediately before the break. 

o Acceptance or pre-enrollment as a full time student for the semester or session immediately 
after the break.  Exception:  See paragraph 2.9.1.2. 

o Graduate students and students awarded an Associates Degree: 



o (Verify Official will) Issue a temporary card not to exceed the 30th day of the month of 
enrollment as an expiration date to allow students to complete enrollment procedures as the 
college or university in a graduate study program or a 4-year degree program. 

o  (Verifying Official will) Advise sponsor to present a letter of acceptance of enrollment signed 
by an authorized officer of the college or university. 

o (Verifying Official will) Issue an ID card until graduation or age 23, whichever occurs first when 
a letter certifying full time enrollment is presented. 

Required documents according to AFI 36-3026(1), Attachment 5, Rule 15b & c: 
 
The parent’s marriage certificate; child’s birth certificate; a letter from the school registrar certifying enrollment 
in a full time course of studying leading to an associate degree or higher; and anticipated graduation date.  In 
addition, DD Form 1172, block 89, must contain a statement that the sponsor is (or was at time of death) 
providing more than 50 percent of the student’s support (See Note 7). 
 
(Incapacitated Student, age 21 or 22).  The parent’s marriage certificate, the child’s birth certificate, a letter 
from the school certifying full time status at the time the incapacitation took place, a medical sufficiency 
statement, and a favorable (approved) dependency determination (from DFAS-PMJPD/DE for Air Force 
members), letter from the Social Security Administration indicating that the child is not eligible for Medicare Part 
A, and a statement that the child is unmarried.  If the sponsor is deceased, a copy of the death certificate is 
also required (see Notes 6 & & 7).  Incapacitated students of honorably discharged members rated 100 percent 
disabled by the Department of Veteran’s Affairs and Medal of Honor recipients are not required to present a 
dependency determination since medical care through the Uniformed Services is not authorized (Additional 
information is listed in Attachment 2, paragraph A2.5 and paragraph A2.6.)   

• (Permanent Incapacitation) Note 6 - Do not require a current medical sufficiency statement or 
physician’s statement when renewing an ID card for a permanently incapacitated child.  Do not require 
a current dependency determination unless an initial dependency determination is required - the 
dependency determination is forwarded to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service, Denver 
Center for approval/disapproval at DFAS-PMJPD/DE, 6760 East Irvington Place, Denver Colorado 
80279; telephone (303) 676-7907.  The initial letter issued by the appropriate Service Finance Center 
that established dependency and residency may be used provided sponsor certifies in block 89 of the 
DD Form 1172 that dependency and residency are still met, by using the following statement:  “I certify 
that I am providing over 50 percent support for the person who is, by virtue of this application, receiving 
an ID card.  I understand that I am financially responsible for any medical care or other benefits which 
this person receives, effective the date of ID card issue, if it is subsequently determined that I was not 
providing over 50% support to this person.”  Note:  A letter of approval from the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel is required when renewing ID cards for Navy or Marine dependents.  Temporary 
Incapacitation.  Require a current medical sufficiency statement or physician’s statement from a 
Uniformed Service Medical Treatment Facility and a current dependency when renewing an ID card for 
a child whose incapacitation is temporary. 

• (Certificates) Note 7 - Marriage certificates, divorce decrees, and marriage dissolutions or annulments 
must be certified.  Birth certificates must be properly certified or certificate of live birth authenticated by 
the attending physician or other responsible person from a United States (US) hospital or medical 
treatment facility (MTF).  Birth certificates must also show the name of at least one parent.  Copies are 
permissible.  A temporary ID card may be issued until the certified copy of the marriage certificate or 
birth certificate is received.  Note:  For certified documents, this includes official copies of documents 
(whether called certified copies or not), as long as they qualify under the laws of the state where made 
to be introduced into evidence in court.  Usually such copies will be accompanied by a statement 
(either attached or on the copy itself) of the records custodian attesting to the copy’s authenticity and 
will be signed by the custodian. 

 
o Require English translation when foreign documents are presented. 
 
o All but children require photo ID. 

 
  

 



 
Processing Procedures for Verifying Officials: 
 
Note: Cross-servicing is authorized for initial and renewal applications.  Annotate documents used to verify 
relationship to sponsor in block 89 on the DD Form 1172 or enter "DEERS VERIFIED". 

• Annotate letter from school certifying full-time enrollment in block 89. 
 
• Sponsor certifies in block 89 he or she is providing over 50 percent support. If sponsor is deceased, 

surviving spouse certifies 50 percent support was met at the time of death. If no surviving spouse or 
guardian, applicant may certify. 

 
• Sponsor or surviving spouse signs in block 90 on the DD Form 1172. If no surviving spouse or 

guardian, student signs form. 
 

• Completes verification process and issues ID card according to Attachment 4, paragraph A4.1, Notes 
4, 5, 6, & 7. 

 
o Note 4 - On the 21st birthday.  (If the child provides proof of full time student status). 
 
o Note 5 - Two years from the date that DD Form 1172 is verified. 

 
o Note 6 - On the 23rd birthday. 

 
o Note 7 - Expected date of graduation. 

 


